
Rhythms of Grace 
A Five-Part Series on Worship Basics to better 
understand the why and how of biblical worship, 
regardless of the style or form. Developing people 
into being worshipers as they encounter the 
greatness of God! “Ascribe to the LORD the glory due 
his name; worship the LORD.” Psalm 29:2  

• Worship honors God  

• Worship is directed toward God 

• Worship requires involvement on the part of the worshiper  

 

August 2 The Lord’s Supper (Andrew Jarvis) 

The Word: 1 Corinthians 11:17–34 

Prayer of the People: Arie Roeloffs 

Call to Worship: There is none like you, O Lord,  nor are there any works like yours. 
All the nations you have made shall come and bow down before you, O Lord, and shall glorify 
your name. For you are great and do wondrous things, you alone are God. —from Ps 86:8–10, NRSV 

Message: “One Bread, One Body” The celebration of communion is a wonderful expression of 
both our individual and our corporate dependence upon God’s grace in Jesus Christ. We 
remember that Jesus died and rose again for each of us as he offers himself to us in the bread 
and cup. Communion also binds us to each other, as we become the body of Christ by receiving 
his body and blood together. 

Response: Apostles’ Creed & Lord’s Supper  

Blessing: Psalm 103 

 

Aug. 9 Gather and Praise (Todd Mikolyski) 

The Word: 1 Thessalonians 1:1–3 & Psalm 95:1-7  

Prayer of the People: Gary Laudert 

The main idea conveyed throughout this service is God’s initiative. God moves first, speaks first, 
and acts first, inviting us to worship and embracing us in relationship. 

Call to Worship: Ephesians 1:2 

Message: “Invited to Worship, Greeted with Grace” 
God acts first in our relationship. God is the one who seeks after us before we even know to 
look for God. God calls out to us when we are still wandering. 

Blessings: The service ends as it began, with the words of Ephesians 1:2. 



Aug 16 Renewing Our Relationship (Mark Daily) 

The Word: Micah 6:1–12 

Prayer of the People: Rick Foster 

Call to Worship: Psalm 100:1–5 

Before Prayer of the People, a responsive reading of God’s Law 

Hear, O people of God, the law which the Lord speaks in your hearing this day, that you may know his statutes and 
walk according to his ordinances. 
Teach us, O Lord, the grace of your law, and give us life by your Word.  

The God who saved us in Jesus Christ gave this law, saying: I am the Lord your God! You shall have no other gods 
before me. 
We will worship the Lord our God and serve only him.  

You shall not make yourself an image of anything to worship it. 
Living no more in bondage to earthly gods, we will worship the Lord our God in spirit and in truth.  

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord. 
We will use the holy name of God with reverence, praising him in everything we do and say.  

You shall observe the Sabbath by keeping it holy, for in six days you shall labor and do all your work. 
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

The first part of the law is this great commandment: 
That we love the Lord our God with all our heart, with all our mind, and with all our strength.  

The second part of the Law is similar to the first: you shall honor your father and mother, that you may live long in 
the land the Lord your God is giving to you. 
As children we will be obedient to our parents in the Lord; as parents we will correct our children and guide 
them in the training and instruction of the Lord; we will respect the lawful authorities appointed by God.  

You shall not murder. 
We will be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave us.  

You shall not commit adultery. 
We will use our bodies in ways that are holy and honorable, and abstain from immorality and impurity.  

You shall not steal. 
We will do what we can for our neighbor’s good, and work faithfully so that we may share with the poor.  

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
We will speak the truth with our neighbor in love, render judgments that are true and make for peace, and not 
devise in our hearts any evil against anyone.  

You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
We will be content whatever the circumstances through the strength of Christ within us.  

Thus we must love our neighbor as ourselves. 
For the Lord requires of us to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God. Amen!  
—“As a Rule of Gratitude,” no. 5 of Responsive Readings of the Law on the CRCNA website (tinyurl.com/RRL1981) 

Message: “What God Wants” 

Cheating, lying, and taking advantage of others sound like big sins. They are the kind of sins we easily 
see in others but often excuse in ourselves. Simply put, these sins are about putting ourselves before 
others. When we get in the habit of looking out for “me, myself, and I,” we neglect anything that doesn’t 
serve our own interests. God’s expectation for our lives is that we turn our eyes and attention toward 
the needs of others. Christ is our model for doing justice, loving kindness and walking humbly with God. 

Blessings: Romans 8:1–4 

https://tinyurl.com/RRL1981


Aug 23 Drawn into the Presence of God (Todd Mikolyski) 

In worship we are drawn into the presence of God. In the previous week we reflected on our 
broken relationship with God because of our sin as well as on the reconciliation that is given 
through Christ. This week we hear the invitation to come closer, to boldly approach the throne 
of the Lord. 

The Word: Hebrews 10:1–25 

Prayer of the People: Andrew Jarvis 

Call to Worship: God invites us into his healing presence with these words: 
“I am the Lord, who heals you.” 
Diseased, depressed, dysfunctional, defeated, 
we come hungering for health that only God can provide.  
God calls us to bring open eyes, hearing ears, 
and tender hearts turned toward him, the Great Physician. 
We bow before him in faith and expectancy!  
—based on Exodus 15:26; Isaiah 6:10. Reprinted by permission from The Worship Sourcebook, Second Edition © 2013, Faith Alive Christian Resources 1.2.27 

Message: “Come Right In!” 

Consider walking the congregation through the conflict between God’s perfection and our sin. 
Boundaries and restrictions are reflected in the setup of the temple. After explaining all the 
barriers and noting that the closer one got to God symbolically, the more restricted the access, 
the message can turn to the Hebrews passage to illustrate the way Christ has now opened the 
way and provided free access to God’s throne room. 

Blessings: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be 
gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. —Numbers 6:24–26 

 

Aug 30 Worthy of Worship (Doxology) (Andrew Jarvis) 

Christ-centered worship ascribes glory and praise in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Chap’s 5 & 7 of the 
Book of Revelation paint a picture of people from every nation, tribe, people, and language worshiping 
God before the throne. The ancient Greek word doxology captures the picture of sayings, songs, and 
hymns that give praise to God. This last service of the series emphasizes our exaltation of God. 

The Word: Revelation 5:1–14; 7:9–10 

Prayer of the People: Gary Laudert 

Call to Worship: Psalm 86:8–10 

Message: “Worthy of Worship: Window to Heaven” 

This passage helps us set our sights on a heavenly picture as we look at worship. Note who is 
worshiping: every tribe, every language, every people, every nation. All are united by the only thing that 
can bring fractured people together: worship of the triune God, Father, Son, and Spirit. 

Blessings: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be 
gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. —Numbers 6:24–26 


