
REDISCOVER CHRISTMAS 

Good News in Troubling Times 
 

We all know that a lot of things have changed over the last 
few months and there is a lot of uncertainty, stress and fear. 
The realities of life have been heavy and humbling. We have 
been aware of the darkness around us.  

The season of Advent, a season of waiting, is designed to cultivate our awareness of God’s actions—
past, present, and future. It’s the ideal time for some Light. It’s just the kind of backdrop for a Savior to 
come. From school and work to church and social gatherings, things are far from normal. No matter how 
troubling the times, and no matter how heavy our hearts, there is good news. The Greatest news! 

As the angels proclaimed it on the night of Jesus’ birth long ago:  

“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a 
Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger. Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with he angel, praising God 
and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those whom his favor rests.’” Luke 2:10-14 

This is the news of the arrival of Jesus, the Messiah, the Son of God. This is the news that drives away 
fear and fills us with joy and holds us in peace. It’s the news of the reality we are invited to step into and 
experience. And Advent is the time of our journey into this rediscovery of hope, peace, joy, love and of 
Christ himself. In a season often marked by frenzied busyness, Advent is an opportunity to set aside time 
to prepare our hearts. There is value as well as excitement in patient and expectant waiting. The hope 
His birth brings has not been diminished amidst the trials of 2020 either. Join us this season to 
ReDiscover Christmas  

Nov. 29 “The LORD Reigns” Finding Hope in Our Uncertainties  

The Word: Exodus 15:1-21 

Feel: Imagine what it would have been like to stand on the eastern shore of the Red Sea with the ancient 
Hebrews and celebrate God’s spectacular deliverance and proclaim his reign as Lord.  

Know: What God had accomplished in the Hebrew’s hearts and minds was as dramatic and powerful as 
his redeeming acts in the crossing of the Red Sea and the Hebrews knew it. In Eastern fashion, they 
danced and sang a praise-filled song about their sovereign, all-powerful, one-and-only God who had 
watched over them and redeemed them from Egypt.  

Desired Outcome: If we stand with the Israelites and seek to understand and celebrate their deliverance 
as they experienced it, we will appreciate more fully the grace-filled message and work of Jesus the 
Messiah. We also will be more responsive to the challenges, responsibilities, and privileges of being 
disciples of Jesus who are eager participants in God’s amazing story and are committed to obey his will 
(Revelation 4:11). 

 

 



Dec 6 Finding Peace in Our Struggles  

Word: Luke 1:26-38 

Felt Need: Peace, Shalom. We see peace most clearly not in the absence of noise, suffering, and conflict 
but in the midst of it. Jesus isn’t just a symbol of peace, He is our peace. 

Know: Gabriel’s announcement to Mary: God is about to be among us. And in this exchange we catch a 
glimpse of the mystery, mission, and motivation of Advent. 

Desired Outcome: What is your mission? Every follower of Jesus is called to engage with God’s mission in 
the world. We don’t only celebrate a baby in a manger. We follow our Master out of our places of 
comfort into the lives of the broken. 

Dec 13 Finding Joy in Our Discouragements (Todd M.)  

Word: Luke 1:39-59 

Felt Need: As we approach Christmas, we often hear about how joyful we are supposed to be, so we 
cram all the other feelings of life down inside. What if we focused on God’s favor?   

Know: Favor is far more than a few good breaks. Favor is far more than reward for right living. That 
would be called karma, and it has no place in the Christian faith. Favor is God’s grace toward us for the 
purpose of his glory and for the sake of others. 

Desired Outcome: Seize an intentional moment every day this week to reflect on God’s blessings in your 
life. Thank others for being a source and channel of God’s grace to you. Find three intentional ways to 
be a channel of grace to others. 

Dec 20 Finding Love in Our Differences  

Word: Luke 2:1-20 

Felt Need: We can’t help but sing out his praises as Christmas Day draws near. Everywhere we turn, 
songs flood the airwaves, rejoicing in the birth of Jesus. “Glory to God in the Highest!” 

Know: This is the glory of Jesus! He is the highest, full of greatness and glory. But he humbled himself 
and made himself the lowest. At Advent, the One who fills all of the heavens and earth with his glory is 
contained in a manger. 

Desired Outcome: Identify two ways that you can more intentionally worship Jesus with your everyday 
life. Identify one person (or group) that needs to experience the love of Jesus. Follow the pattern of 
Jesus and reach beyond yourself to the outcasts in your community. 

Dec 24 Christmas Eve: Name Above All Names 

A Christmas Candlelight Service: Christmas Eve: His parents called him Jesus. But the prophets, 
shepherds, wise men, and angels addressed him by other names---including Messiah, Savior, and 
Emmanuel.  Jesus’ birth fulfilled all the promises God made in the Old Testament. Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection revealed God’s vision for life to all his children. We will use readings from Scripture, 
Christmas Carols & current songs to strengthen our faith & give glory to God! 

 


