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In this season of Lent, we are to focus on the person and work of Jesus, our Savior. We are invited to 
study the character of Jesus more closely by slowing down the pace of life, to think reflectively and 
devotionally about our relationship with God. The portraits are taken from the Gospel of John and are 
intended to illustrate the multiple dimensions of the person and work of Jesus.  

Mar. 7 “The Bread of Life” 

The Word: John 6:25-40; Psalm 25:1-10; 1 Peter 3:18-22  

Feel: I like a good piece of bread, but I’m not dependent upon it, I’d rather have a good brisket! 

Know: Jesus says, I am the bread of heaven. Just like God sent you manna in the wilderness to sustain 
your life, he has sent me into the world to give life—eternal life. To the apostles: Serve me faithfully, and 
you will never lack what you need. I will be for you everything you need, even in the hour of suffering 
and death. 

Desired Outcome: We all hunger for acceptance and eternal life, knowing that after this life there is 
another glorious life that will go on forever. This Gospel is written to reveal the glory of Christ—not 
mainly the glory of his gifts—so that we would not make this mistake, but would see Christ himself as 
our Treasure—our all-satisfying Bread from heaven—and have eternal life. 

 

Mar. 14 “The Living Water” 

The Word: John 4:1-15; Ps 22:23-31; Ro. 4:16, 17, 23-25  

Feel: This woman (1) was a Samaritan, a member of the hated mixed race, (2) was known to be living in 
sin, and (3) was in a public place. No respectable Jewish man would talk to a woman under such 
circumstances. But Jesus did.  

Know: Note: The gift that Jesus gives—a spring gushing up to eternal life—suggests the availability, 
accessibility, and abundance of the divine life for believers. 

Desired Outcome: Indications that living water is flowing within us come from the reality of our new life 
in Jesus, our awareness of the Spirit within, a sense of direction to life, the specific guidance we receive 
from God’s Word, opportunities to love and serve others, and the comforting knowledge that we are 
surrounded by other believers also on the way to heaven. 



Mar. 21 “The Shepherd” 

The Word: John 10:11-18; Psalm 23; Eph. 2:1-10  

Feel: Yes, I have felt the violation of having something stolen and worked with people who don’t really 
care about what they are doing, just give me the money! 

Know: Jesus highlights two features of his shepherding ministry that sum up his care for his own. First, 
he is the Good Shepherd because he lays down his life for the sheep. Second, the Good Shepherd 
gathers all his sheep into one flock for intimate fellowship with himself. 

Desired Outcome: How does seeing Jesus as your good shepherd comfort you, and call you to keep going 
in your faith, today? Mark out some space, and take some time, to let the profound truth of Jesus as 
your good shepherd sink into your heart. It calls you to dependence on Jesus, to listening to his voice, 
and to following him. 

Mar. 28 “The King” (Palm Sunday) 

The Word: John 12:12-19; Is. 50:4-9a; Phil. 2:5-11  

Feel: The idea of Jesus as King was deeply threatening to some, is it a welcoming event or a threat to 
power? 

Know: Jesus did present himself as Israel’s true King, but not as the king whom the people were seeking. 
Jesus who rode into Jerusalem on a humble donkey would have his followers likewise minister his truth 
in loving humility. 

Desired Outcome: As Christians face an increasingly hostile secular society, we must represent the Prince 
of Peace in his truth and love. As we interact with unbelieving neighbors we must reach out to them 
with the same loving desire for their salvation that drove Jesus into Jerusalem to take up the cross. 

April 2 “The Lamb” (Good Friday Seder Meal & Communion)  

Jesus the Messiah celebrated the Seder with His disciples. Join us as we take a quick tour through a 
traditional Passover seder and highlight those points that are especially meaningful to believers in Jesus. 
The Word: Old Testament and New Testament readings.  

Feel: Jerusalem at Passover was a noisy place filled with people and animals who were to be slaughtered 
for the sacrifices that the people had come to make.  

Know: The celebration tells the story of Israel’s exodus from Egypt three hundred years ago. It includes 
special activities to hold the interest of children. To tell the story of God’s actions in history in a way that 
brings it out of the past and makes it a present reality for everyone in the community, young and old, as 
if they personally are part of the story. 

Desired Outcome: Lean into the Spirit of God, and allow that power to guide you every step of every day. 
The Christian life is a breathtaking journey filled with adventure and excitement. 

April 4 (Easter) “The Resurrection and Life” 

The Word: John 11:25-26; 20:1-9; Ps. 118:1-2, 14-24; 1 Cor. 15:1-11  

Feel: I’m ready to die, just not today or even this year. I don’t fear death, just how it’s going to happen. 

Know: While affirming the historical resurrection of Jesus, our focus is on his words at the tomb of 
Lazarus “I am the resurrection and the life!” Tombs are temporary, there is eternal life! 

Desired Outcome: A world that assumes death is the last word discovers that tombs are temporary!     
For those who believe in Jesus there is eternal life! 


